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Holly J Benavides
631 N, Colfax

West Point, Ne 68788
402-719-5830

31904

To the bedy of elders of the Thompson Falls congregation,

As you are aware, 1 have recently disclosed information regarding the sexual
abuse received from my stepfather Max, while under his and my mother’s guardianship.
This 15 my written testimony of some of the incidents.

Within weeks after their marriage in September of 1994, [ would sometimes wake
up to Max touching, fondling, and kissing me inappropriately, namely, the genitalia and
breast regions. Being as I was too embarrassed to tell anyone, this only continued on until
1 was fifteen. Throughout that time, however, the touching and kissing had prograssed 1o
much more brazen acts. I belicve it was the summer of 1995, we had taken 2 trip to
Calgary, Canada for the District Conveation. When we arrived at our friend’s house, 1
had gone downstairs to take a nap on the air bed that was provided. Not long after 1 had
fallen asleep, I was awakened by Max inserting his fingers to me, and then trying to force
intercourse on me. | was able to squirm away and go upstairs. This instance however
began a new threshold, as he became much more bold in his actions. From that time on
he would not hesitate to try 1o foree intercourse or oral sex on me. This would occur just
about any time we at the house alone, and sometimes even with others around. About
every evening Max would lie down fro a nap. He would then call for me and sometimes
Peter to come and cuddle with him. No matier how much we fought it, my mother would
send us in there saying that we needed to show Max that we loved him and make him feel
accepted. Many times extensive fighis would break out over such matters and we would
be reprimanded for being disrespectful and insensitive until we would give in and go
cuddle with him. During this time, I was unaware that Max was fondling Peter az well,
but he would me even with peter lying right next to him.

Other times Max would say he needed to run some errands in town and would ask
that I go with him. While in the car, would again fondle me, sometimes pulling over and
irying to undo my pants, place my hand on his parts, and force me to perform oral sex.
Many times 1 would get out of the car and move to the back seat. He would show disgust
swearing in Spanish io me and then apologize for what he had done, However he never
hesitated from doing it again,

Many times 1 had try to tell my mother of what was happening, but she was so
quick to defend him when we would try to discuss other things that were bothering us, 1

TFOOO001



knew she would never helieve anything like this. As with less significant grievances we
had, telling her would just make it worse, She would first say that we were lyving and only
trying to stir up problems because we had never liked Max in the first place, This is why I
had waited until I moved away to tell her. T told her I wasn’t too surprised or upset if she
didn't belizve me because it would be made known soon enough. I do think however that
deep down she knows the truth even if she doesn’t admit it, not even to herself.

I want to thank Jehovah's shepherds for looking after his flock and for taking care
of this situation.

Sincerely your sister,
Holly J. Benavides
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April 21, 2004

Dear Brothers,

This letter is in response to your letter dated April 12, 2004, SDJ:SSM.
According to the testimony of the two victims, Peter and Holly McGowan, the
abuse started late in the year 1994. At that time Maximo was 45 years old and
just newly married to their mother. Peter was 8 and his sister Holly was 11 years
old when the abuse started.

According to Maximo's testimony, he committed the abuse against Peter only
and he admitted to three times over a two year period. But according to Peter
and Holly the abuse extended over a 4 to 5 year period. The judicial committee
believes the testimony of the children is more reliable. Both children testified
that the abuse was on-going and to quote Peter “to many times to remember”.

The community nor the authorities are aware of this matter. The members of the
congregation are also at this time unaware of what took place. The only ones
that we are aware of that know are Maximo, his wife and mother of the children,
Joan, Peter and Holly and an older sister, Ivy.

The victims feel disgust toward Maximo.

» A
Al b, /Qm@wa D llene

Glenn Wilson, Chairman Ken Riec
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Christian Congregation ’if J
of Jehovah's Witnesses

2821 Rouie 22, Panverson, NY [2560-2337 DPheos: (845) 6= 10

SDJ:5SM April 12, 2004

BODY OF ELDERS

THOMPSON FALLS CONGREGATION OF
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, THOMPSON FALLS, MT
C/O KENNETH RIECH

PO BOX 562

PLAINS MT 59859-0562

Pear Brothers:

Enclosed please find the 5-77 forms vou submitted 1o report the disfellowshipping of
Maximo Nava-Reyes. We express our thanks to the judicial committee for handling matters of
this sort in behalf of the congregation. Please have the judicial committee sign both forms, and
type or print their nanies underneath the signatures, then return them in a special blue envelope.

In addition, the judicial committee should also compose a briel letter that answers each of
the following questions: How long ago did he commit the sin? What was his age at the time?
What was the age of his victim(s)? Was it a one-time ocourrence or a practice? 1f it was a
practice, to what extent? How is he viewed in the community and by the authorities? Has he
lived down any notoriety in the community? Are members of the congregation aware of what
took place? How do they and/or his victim(s) view him?

Thank you for providing this supplemental report and for signing the forms. When
returning the forms, please mark the outside of the envelope with the date and desk symbols of
this letter. We use this occasion to assure you of our wanm love and best wishes.

¥ bro
.(féwfdu;é;u I::Tr;zcgam
of ekovak's Fitucades

TFO00005




